Wednesdayy May 13" .

English
e Word Study

e Read for 15mins.
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In 1799, the British naturalst George Shaw recenesd a weird specimen from
Australia. When he saw that it had a mole’s fur, a beaver’s tail, an otter’s
feet, a duck’s bill and spurs on its rear legs, he came to the conclusion that
it was an claborate hoas!

Ceorge Shivee wars 0 sure it was o hoax that be sctually se1 about looking

for the stitching and glue! He simply coukd not believe that it was s real
animai

“It was ymp ble not to entertain some distant doubts as to the genuine
nature of the animal,” Shaw Liter wrote

Having it patchwadk of the features of birds, reptiles and mammals has
made the duck-hilled platypis one of workd’s oddest creatures

the platypus & a native of Australla and It | classified
as a mammal because it produces milk and has a
st of fur, The ;‘LII\,’);s 15 @ mOonolreme, meamning
amammal that lays eggas. The unly other living
manotreme ks the echidna, The mather platypus
lays one to three small, leathery eggs, dmilas
to thase of reptiles. Once it n,-vt.-'h(-:‘ the bahy

platypus will feed on drops of milk that comx

t of its mother’s abdominal skin. In his

poem ‘The Platypus’, l')_wh'n Nash says

“I like the way it raises its tamily
Partly hirdly, partly mammaly.”

Alth h it might seem like an accident of
nature, the platypus is endowed with some
pretty unusual gifts, its bell is equipped with
3 sophist | chectronenson: system, which
il uses 10 v e 1ood underwater. The

sensons pick up weak edectric fiedds emitted by

underwater prey. It is a great kner of shellfish and
its favourites indude shrimp and craylish, as well
a other delicacies like water-dwelling worms and

larvae. It carries its catch in special cheek pouches




eaches the surface of

P water, where it can enjoy its
neal in peace. it must consume
an astounding 20 percent of its body
eight in food every day, so it spends up
vours trying to find the next course!
onsume shightly less than 2
ent of their body weight each dav|
I'he platypus s a semi-aquatic animal
iving in a relatively small region along
'\'l‘-",l!l.l 5 sl ooast ‘.hrl‘..ln'..l ol
Papua New Guinea. It inhabits sreams and
rvers in the cool climates of Tasmania and the Australian Alps and it also
Ives confortably in the bat rainfarests along the coast of Queen
oropels izell through the water by a unique rowing movement of its two
ronl feed 10 uses its Wil like a rudder o deer change direction
Night-time and ight are the tmes when this creature i most active, 5o it
can be described as a noctumal animal. §lowever, some indivsduals will also
amble around during the day ally if the sky & overcast, The platypus

makes its home on river banks, whesres it burrosss in for a place to rest and

10st

The male plitypus has a pair of spurs on his hind legs, which will delver

powerful venom to his opponent in a strugde. The chemicals in the venom

are almest identical 1o some snake senoms and though it s not stroag
ough to kill 3 human, it would cause s pain.

Natural predatars of the platypus include water rats, snakes, hawks, awls
and cagles, althg ugh its Ixi_q‘ oL enemy in Austre s probably the crocodile,
It was hunted for its fur up until the 20th ce v, but it 5 protected

hout its range 1all of the areas where it is tound). The platyy

ulnerable to the effects of water pollution. Land-clksaring and irngation
schemes in certain parts of Australia hase reduced the water quality and
caused the platypus to move away entirely. Thankfully though, it is not
inder any immediate theeat of extinetion

This hizarre littke animal has a workl-wide fan-base because it appeals to
the cunosity and imagination of everyone who sees it. It was used as one of
he mascots for the 2000 Olympics in Sydney and it has featured as a logo
or countless companies, products and other events. You will also fird il on

v reverse of the Australian 20 cent coin

Facl Finding M

1. Why is the platypes described os an odd areature?

2, How many species of liv

g monotremes are there in the waorld?

1. What festures of the platypus help it to foeage for food?
4. Describe the habitat of a platypus.

3. What factors threaten the survival of the platypus?

Read the comprehension piece about Australian animals and answer the questions.



Irish

o o

Beidh Aoife ag dul go dti an phictitrlann Dé 5athairn. Beidh si ag dul chun m

an scanndn scanriil nua Oiche Dhorcha a Dé a fheicedil. “
Ceist Freagra
1. Cé abheidh ag dul? 1. Beidh Aoife ag dul.

2. Cathain a bheidh si ag dul? 2. Beidh siag dul Dé Sathairn.

3. Cén fath a mbeidh si ag dul? 3. Beidh si ag dul chun scanndn a fheicedil.
4. Cad is ainm don scanndn? %. Oiche Dhorcha a Dé is ainm don scanndn.
5 5

. Cén sort scanndin &7 . Is scanndn scanriil é.

Thdinig an scanndn Scoil Rac is Roll amach 1 2017. Is ceoldrdma é. Is [ Jessie an
laoch. Is é seo an scanndn s fearr liom mar td sé ldn d’'amhrdin iontacha.

1. é an scanndn is fearr [éi? || 1. Is é Scoil Rac is Roll an scanndn is &L |
2. sdrt scanndin é? 2. 1s é.
3. a thdinig sé amach? 3. Thdinig sé amach i
§. hé an laoch? Lo0si
5. arb é sin an scanndn is 5
fearr [éi? )

e Have a look at the examples and complete the questions and answers in your
copy.



Maths

gxplain It/ what is the difference between ‘area’ and ‘perimeter’?

Do it/
1. Calculate the area and perimeter of each of these rectangles.
(@ L14m, W9m (b) L23m, W1Im (©) L57m, W42m
(d) L7-8m, W6m (e) L59m, W 1:5m () L1-6m, WO0-13m
2. Calculate the lengths of each of these rectangles. You are given the perimeter and the width.
(@) P30m, Weém (b) P36m, W 8m (© P19m, W 4m
(d) P81Tm, W 17m (e) P100m, W 12-6m (f) P85-6m, W 10-9m
solve it/ «—11-5m—> <«——8m——>»

1. Calculate the area of rectangle A.
2. Calculate the perimeter of rectangle B. A B

3. Asquare has an area of 81m?’. What is its perimeter?
4. Asquare has a perimeter of 44m. What is its area? Perimeter 35m Area 36m*

5. The length of a rectangle is double its width. If the perimeter of the rectangle is 42m, can you
figure out its area?

e Try your best at these problems and activities. If you get stuck do not worry
just do your best.

e Remember: any pictures of completed work that you email me I will correct and
email back to you with feedback included.



